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Os 75 Anos da RBC e o Desafio da Ciência Aberta
Los 75 Años de RBC y el Desafío de la Ciencia Abierta

Letícia Casado1; Andreia Dantas2; Anke Bergmann3; Mario Jorge Sobreira da Silva4; Vera Lucia Mattos5; Simone Freire Pinheiro6; 
Maria Helena Rossi Oliveira7 

The Revista Brasileira de Cancerologia (RBC) is a milestone in scientific editing in the area of cancer control in 
Brazil. Its history started in 1941 after the issue of Decree-Law number 3,643, dated September 23, 19411, which 
created the National Cancer Service and a cancerology scientific journal at the former National Department of Health 
of the Ministry of Education and Health. Nevertheless, only in 1947 the first edition came to light with the purpose 
of divulging knowledge in cancerology to the scholar community. Of the journals published at that time, RBC issued 
not only scientific articles and case reports but also theme-related news, press material for congresses and seminaries, 
Q&A (questions and answers) sections, complete addresses of the Ministry of Health in events on cancer and public 
health, further to notices about financial funding of researches2. 

As time went by, RBC grew in importance and worth and the Editorial Board was created in August 1968 to 
put together guidelines and agenda of the upcoming editions. Until then, the journal counted only with permanent 
writers. In 1982, for more visibility, the journal was indexed at the database Latin American and Caribbean in Health 
Sciences (LILACS). Notwithstanding its editorial betterment and having stepped up to be a great vehicle of scientific 
communication in cancerology in the country, few advances in attempting a wider internationalization and indexation 
occurred at other databases until 2017.

In 2018, critical changes were implemented at RBC to support the incorporation of better editorial and scientific 
practices. The journal started to be published in English and Portuguese and branching out to social medias as 
effective tools to disclose scientific knowledge with the creation of its profile at Facebook and Twitter, with a simple 
and straightforward approach to promote the scientific translation to the society. An Instagram profile was created later.

Based on the Agenda 20303, RBC implemented in 2019 the electronic platform Open Journal Systems (OJS), 
began to attribute the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) to its articles and adhered to Rede de Serviços de Preservação 
Digital Cariniana of the Instituto Brasileiro de Informação em Ciência e Tecnologia (Ibict). In this same year, the printed 
version was discontinued and the continuous publication was adopted since volume 65.

Currently, it is a quarterly multidisciplinary, scientific, open access, cost-free journal and edited by Coordination 
of Education (Coens)  of the National Cancer Institute (INCA), an entity of the Ministry of Health responsible for 
the development and coordination of integrated actions to prevent and control cancer in Brazil. 

RBC publishes and divulges manuscripts related to every area of cancerology focused to cancer prevention and 
control in Portuguese, English and Spanish with articles available online since 1995 at INCA’s site, at the portal of 
Coordination for the Improvement of Higher Education Individuals (Capes) and Virtual Health Library (BVS) for 
Cancer Prevention and Control. In the future it will be possible to visualize all the editions since its first volume 
because of the digitalization project. The number of articles published by RBC is increasing every year. In 2022, 100 
full articles and four editorials have been published, 17% higher than 2021 (85 articles) and nearly 60% (62 articles) 
more than 2020. Last year, the abstracts and full articles published by RBC were accessed 70 thousand times.

RBC’s editorial advances have consolidated the publication as a reference journal in cancerology across its many 
dimensions and broadening the access to national and international knowledge and strengthening the National Health 
System (SUS)4.

Having the mission to disseminate scientific knowledge and stimulate the reflection and debate about cancerology-
related themes, cancer prevention and control, RBC supports the scientific development of Brazilian and foreign 
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investigators, health professionals and students in addition to contributing to the formulation of evidences-based 
public policies, fulfilling its commitment with the health of the Brazilian population. 

Today, RBC is indexed at the databases LILACS, Sistema Regional de Información en Línea para Revistas Científicas 
de América Latina, el Caribe, España y Portugal (Latindex); Sumários de Revistas Brasileiras (Sumários.org); Diretório 
de Políticas Editoriais das Revistas Científicas Brasileiras (Diadorim) and Directory of Open Access Journal (DOAJ). 
Google Scholar and Elsevier’s PlumX Metrics are the bibliometric indicators utilized.

The journal follows the international norms and recommendations of scientific editing with peer review, Editorial 
Board and extensive list of ad hoc reviewers who analyze the manuscripts submitted. In addition, it utilizes iThenticate, 
antiplagiarism software available for journals associated with Associação Brasileira de Editores Científicos (Abec).

Along its 75 years of life, the journal endeavored to improve the editorial processes and incorporate the concept 
of plurality of themes and methodological approaches produced about cancer control. It stands out the development 
of actions of early detection of cancer, improvement of the treatment and expansion of the offer of palliative care, 
further to strategies of prevention of risk factors (behavioral, environmental and occupational) and basic, clinical, 
translational and epidemiological investigation. Few are the journals of that nature with such longevity in our mean. 

RBC encourages the open access and information sharing, adopting the Attribution 4.0 International – Creative 
Commons© License (CC-BY) in addition to disclosing data at acknowledged repositories as the Scientific Electronic 
Library Online (SciELO) and voluntary sharing of the peer-review process. The support to practices of Open 
Science5 nowadays is clearly an international initiative that advocates the transparency of the process of submission 
of manuscripts and of the databases of clinical trials as a new format to disclose science to make knowledge accessible 
and reproducible for the benefit of the society.

The advances RBC has managed to engineer have become a benchmark for other Brazilian public institutions. In 
October of this year, the journal’s staff was approached by two institutes to disclose its experience and functioning of 
the platform OJS – of submission and management of articles. Furthermore, RBC working staff is contributing to 
the formation of future investigators with classes about editorial flow. These actions reflect the maturity of the journal 
and its full adherence to the practices of Open Science.

We are grateful to the team and members of the Editorial Board, ad hoc reviewers, authors and readers of RBC 
for their invaluable support in 2022. Without their input, such high and quality standards would ever been achieved.

When INCA reaches its 85th year of life, the RBC also celebrates its 75 years dedicated to the scientific disclosure 
and information about cancer. A logo to commemorate this special date was created for the journal. 

Long live RBC, we wish you all an excellent 2023!

REFERENCES

1. Presidência da República (BR). Decreto-Lei nº 3.643, de 23 de setembro de 1941. Institue, no Departamento Nacional 
de Saúde o Ministério da Educação e Saúde, o Serviço Nacional do Câncer e dá outras providências [Internet]. Diário 
Oficial da União, Brasília, DF. 1941 set 25 [acesso 2022 nov 3]; Seção 1:18558. Disponível em: https://www2.camara.
leg.br/legin/fed/declei/1940-1949/decreto-lei-3643-23-setembro-1941-413887-publicacaooriginal-1-pe.html

2. Instituto Nacional de Câncer. Há 70 anos divulgando conhecimento [Internet]. Rede Câncer [Internet]. 2018 mar 
[acesso 2022 nov 3];40:9-11. Disponível em: https://www.inca.gov.br/sites/ufu.sti.inca.local/files//media/document//
rrc-40-historia-ha-70-anos-divulgando-conhecimento.pdf

3. Siqueira ASE, Bergmann A, Casado L, et al. Os 30 anos do SUS e do modelo de atenção ao câncer retratados na RBC. 
Rev Bras Cancerol. 2018;64(2):139-40. doi: https://doi.org/10.32635/2176-9745.RBC.2018v64n2.70

4. Bergmann A, Casado L, Siqueira ASE, et al. Reestruturando uma revista científica do SUS com base na agenda 2030. 
Rev Bras Cancerol. 2018;64(1):7-8. doi: https://doi.org/10.32635/2176-9745.RBC.2018v64n1.114

5. Shintaku M, Sales L, organizadores. Ciência aberta para editores científicos [Internet]. Botucatu (SP): Associação 
Brasileira de Editores Científicos; 2019 [acesso 2022 nov 3]. Disponível em: https://www.abecbrasil.org.br/arquivos/
Ciencia_aberta_editores_cientificos_Ebook.pdf

Recebido em 1/12/2022
Aprovado em 6/12/2022

Scientific-Editor: Anke Bergmann. Orcid iD: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1972-8777

https://www.scielo.br/
https://www.scielo.br/
https://www2.camara.leg.br/legin/fed/declei/1940-1949/decreto-lei-3643-23-setembro-1941-413887-publicacaooriginal-1-pe.html
https://www2.camara.leg.br/legin/fed/declei/1940-1949/decreto-lei-3643-23-setembro-1941-413887-publicacaooriginal-1-pe.html
https://www.inca.gov.br/sites/ufu.sti.inca.local/files/media/document/rrc-40-historia-ha-70-anos-divulgando-conhecimento.pdf
https://www.inca.gov.br/sites/ufu.sti.inca.local/files/media/document/rrc-40-historia-ha-70-anos-divulgando-conhecimento.pdf
https://doi.org/10.32635/2176-9745.RBC.2018v64n2.70
https://doi.org/10.32635/2176-9745.RBC.2018v64n1.114
https://www.abecbrasil.org.br/arquivos/Ciencia_aberta_editores_cientificos_Ebook.pdf
https://www.abecbrasil.org.br/arquivos/Ciencia_aberta_editores_cientificos_Ebook.pdf

	_Hlk83793586
	_Hlk106118522
	_Hlk111628401
	_GoBack
	_Hlk113957588
	_Hlk113538171
	_GoBack
	_Hlk98879008
	_Hlk114573950
	_Hlk98879024
	_Hlk98879034
	_Hlk98879042
	_Hlk113886484
	_GoBack
	_Hlk99442101
	_Hlk114575763
	_GoBack
	_Hlk109744085
	_Hlk114652921
	_gjdgxs
	_Hlk114651655
	_Hlk114736743
	_1fob9te
	_GoBack
	_Hlk115083756
	_GoBack
	_Hlk61795386
	_Hlk61795637
	_Hlk61795394
	_Hlk108014513
	_Hlk115945771
	_Hlk61796863
	_Hlk82015270
	_GoBack
	_Hlk68686788
	_Hlk104210777
	_Hlk95330017
	_GoBack
	_Hlk94355681
	_Hlk98341051
	_Hlk115085528
	_Hlk115096523
	_GoBack
	_Hlk116057080
	_Hlk96684837
	_Hlk96684734
	_Hlk116376793
	_Hlk116378683
	_GoBack
	_Hlk67392833
	_Hlk67392873
	_Hlk67392895
	_Hlk116379172
	_Hlk116379202
	_Hlk116379221
	_Hlk114653996
	_Hlk115441280
	_GoBack
	_Hlk116035310
	_GoBack
	_Hlk117154217
	_GoBack
	_Hlk117068816
	_Hlk116560875
	_Hlk117591758
	_GoBack
	_Hlk116296397
	_Hlk116559887
	_Hlk117592578
	_Hlk116304478
	_Hlk116392397
	_Hlk97229704
	_GoBack
	_Hlk93736555
	_Hlk118380497
	_Hlk118210211
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_Hlk117694407
	_Hlk118367477
	_Hlk117773473
	_Hlk117774598
	_Hlk117775243
	_Hlk118901799
	_GoBack
	_Hlk119495235
	_GoBack
	_Hlk120008003
	_Hlk119504411
	_GoBack
	_Hlk119061743
	_Hlk102227481
	_Hlk112662592
	_Hlk112662684
	_Hlk120627707
	_Hlk120181045
	_GoBack
	_Hlk120017908
	_Hlk119678158
	_GoBack
	_Hlk120607684
	_GoBack
	_Hlk121140213
	_heading=h.30j0zll
	_heading=h.gjdgxs
	_GoBack
	_Hlk121317111
	_Hlk120290204
	_Hlk121325862
	_GoBack
	_Hlk103188091

