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INTRODUCTION

On January 26, 2023, at the event called It's About
a Billion Lives', organized by the Research Center and
Tobacco Control Education at the University of California
in San Francisco (UCSF), the 20 years anniversary of
the release of the Truth Tobacco Industry Documents
(TTID)? formerly known as Legacy Tobacco Document
Library, was celebrated (could not happen last year due
to COVID-19 restrictions).

At this event, presenters highlighted the importance of
these documents for tobacco control because they exposed
the innumerous strategies used by the tobacco companies,
for example, the maneuvers to deny that cigarettes cause
cancer, the development of technologies to make cigarettes
more attractive to children and teenagers and how projects
were conducted to weaken the tobacco control policies.

DEVELOPMENT

HISTORY

Truth Tobacco Industry Documents (TTID?) was
created in 2022 by the UCSF library to house and provide
permanent access to tobacco internal documents produced
during litigation of the US States which originated the
Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement (MSA)?, signed
on November 23, 1998, originally by the four largest US
tobacco companies and Attorneys-General of 46 States.

The companies agreed, among other actions, to stop
certain marketing practices, especially those targeted
to children and adolescents, to disclose documents
produced during the litigation, and to make annual
payments to the US States of $206 billion to be paid in
25 years to compensate medical costs of tobacco-related
diseases. These resources would also fund the group Truth

Initiative®, responsible for campaigns such as “Truth”,
which supports the storage of tobacco industry documents
at UCSE

Additionally, the US Judge Gladys Kessler, in another
civil action, condemned the largest tobacco companies
under the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations
Act — federal law on criminal organizations — for deceiving
the population about tobacco-related health effects and
creating strategies to lure the young population to smoke,
among others. In addition, the companies were ordered to
disclose all the documents produced during the litigation
about tobacco and health until 2021°.

However, TTID dates back to 1994 when classified
internal Brown & Williamson Tobacco documents
were leaked to UCSF’s Professor Stanton Glantz. These
documents contained scientific studies conducted by the
company on nicotine’s addictive nature and other health
effects of tobacco smoke which originated the book The
Cigarette Papers® and donated to UCSF library so other
investigators had access to them. The company filed a
lawsuit to remove the disputed material, however, the
court ruled that these documents should be made available
for public review*.

In 1998, the State of Minnesota reached a settlement
with the five largest US tobacco industries to create
two repositories where the companies should deposit
the documents produced during the case. One of the
repositories was in Guilford, United Kingdom, for
documents of British and American Tobacco (BAT), and
the other was in Minneapolis, USA, for documents of
the companies Philip Morris, R. J. Reynolds, Lorillard,
Brown & Williamson, and American Tobacco Company
and tobacco industry associations, Tobacco Institute and
Center for Tobacco Research. The repositories should be
kept open to the public for ten years®.
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The Minnesota Settlement forced BAT to deposit its
documents in the United Kingdom, but it was vague and
did not compel the company to disclose on Internet to
ensure the remote access by any investigator interested
who did not have to travel to the UK to read them. Later,
Celia White and Professor Glantz were able to mobilize
partners known as the Guildford Archiving Project (GAP),
who collected, digitalized, and indexed more than 1.6
million documents now available on the Internet under
the auspices of UCSF*.

On February 22, 2023, the webpage offered more than
15 million tobacco industry documents with more than
92 million pages, many of which addressed advertising,
manufacturing, sales and scientific research of this sector
in the 20th century’.

Today, the UCSF documents repository, further to
tobacco industry documents, also houses pharmaceutics,
food, chemical and fossil fuels industry documents.

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED FROM TOBACCO INDUSTRY
DOCUMENTS

According to TTID?, 1,062 publications, including
books, reports, documentaries and scientific papers used
TTID as data sources®. The content comprehends research
conducted by the industry to evaluate the carcinogenesis
of cigarettes and strategies to mislead the public opinion
about tobacco harms.

For instance, they revealed that although publicly the
industry denied their products caused cancer, they were
aware not only of this effect, but also conducted research
about the topic. In addition, they coded (example,
Zephyr) their internal communications to avoid using
the term “cancer™.

Regarding the strategies to deceive the public about
tobacco harms, a scientific conference about smoke and
its psychological benefits was proposed in 1970 to create
positive statements about tobacco use that the industry’s
public relation could adopt as:

Topic of The Conference:
The Gratification of Cigarette Smoking

Purposes:

Scientific: To stimulate scientists to a renewed
study of the positive, rewarding aspects of cigarette
smoking,.

Industry: To provide scientific facts for a pro-
cigarette public relation campaign.

L]

Rationale:

Scientists have been abundantly financed for
the study of the adverse effects of smoking upon
physical health.
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Scientists have not been supported for the study
of positive effects of smoking upon psychological
well-being.

Thus the public is hearing only why they should not
smoke; they hear nothing in defense of smoking.
The smoker is not being told there are sound,
scientific explanations for the satisfaction that he
knows he gets from his cigarette.

The conference will provide authoritative statements
in support of smoking. These statements can
become the basis for a pro-cigarette public relations
campaign’.

Another document reveals that the tobacco industry
monitored even medical congresses and searched for
information that could help the industry as described
in the report about the Fifth International Symposium
on the Prevention and Detection of Cancer held in Sio
Paulo in 19821

“As usual” for medical congresses, pertinent scientific
papers were nearly one-sidedly anti-smoking,.

With one important exception, no significant new
scientific data were released. However, one leading
world expert on mammary cancer, Professor R.
D. Bulbrook, of the Imperial Cancer Research
Fund, London stated that female breast cancer is
7significantly” and “non-artifactually” more frequent
in non-smokers. Dr. Wynder, a world leader of anti-
smoking establishment took pains to make, at least
two detailed public declarations that he disagrees
with the studies claiming that “passive-smokers” can
be alleged to induce cancer in non-smokers. [...]

The most benefits of my attending the Symposium,
however, came from my making several important
contacts and from advance information on
forthcoming scientific papers much prior to
publication. In substance, my attendance at the Sao
Paulo Symposium was very worthwhile the effort
and costs.

It is important to highlight that breast cancer has a
causal relationship with smoking, as well as secondhand
smoke can induce cancer'"'2,

Another strategy exposed by the documents was how
the tobacco industry created controversy about the health
risks of its products. A study identified that the strategies
included funding and publishing research supporting
their positions, suppression and criticism of studies that
do not support their position, change the standards of
scientific research, and disseminate interest group data
or interpretation of risks at lay press (non-scholar) and

directly to policy makers".



ARETHESE DOCUMENTS STILL RELEVANT?

The tobacco industry criticizes the use of these
documents, alleging they would be outdated and that
their current practices would hardly be applied today.
However, evidences have shown that these documents are
still useful, especially to contribute to understanding the
technologies current utilized in tobacco products or, yet,
about the origin of the strategies continuously adopted
by the industry to date.

A paper illustrates this scenario, indicating that
tobacco industry was developing flavour capsules utilized
in cigarettes produced today since the 1960s'. In the
same line, the documents indicate how researchers were
chased by tobacco industry, as Professor Stanton Glantz
was. Tactics included attempts to have the US Congress
to cut off the funding of his researches®.

A similar strategy was recently detected in Brazil':
a cigarette company attempted to delay the decision
of the Brazilian Health Regulatory Agency (Anvisa)
about electronic smoking devices (ESD). In an effort to
disqualify the “Universidade de Sdo Paulo (USP)” and the
National Cancer Institute (INCA) they claimed that these
institutions would be biased for having denounced that
ESD could be health-damaging and for allegedly ignoring
the scientific evidences that the industry concluded as
valid. Furthermore, the news report has also affirmed that
the industry attempted to undermine Anvisas technical
staff responsible for tobacco control'.

CONCLUSION

The tobacco industry’s internal documents are an
important tool for public health policies and tobacco
control. More than 20 years after these documents came
to light, they are still useful and help explain the industry’s
strategies to date.

The large volume of yet unexplored documents and
new sectors included in the UCSF virtual library are an
opportunity for interested researchers not only for tobacco
control but also for food, climate changes, drugs abuse,
medicines and public health policies.

As a suggestion, events to empower and stimulate
Brazilian researchers and students to investigate these
documents should be organized because they can be a
useful tool not only for scientific research, especially in
oncology and related areas, but also for formulating public
health policies within the Brazilian context.

CONTRIBUTION

André Luiz Oliveira da Silva participated of all the
stages of the article, since its design until the final version

to be published.

20 Years of Tobacco Industry’s Internal Documents

DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS
There is no conflict of interests to declare.

FUNDING SOURCES
UCSE Briger Family Fellowship.
REFERENCES

1. Center for Tobacco Control Research and Education
[Internet]. San Francisco: University of California
San Francisco; ¢2023. It’s about a billion lives annual
symposium; 2023 Jan 26 [cited 2023 Feb 17]. Available
from: https://tobacco.ucsf.edu/it’s-about-billion-lives-
annual-symposium

2. Truth Tobacco Industry Documents [Internet]. San
Francisco (CA): UCSF Library. 2002 - [cited 2018 Feb 22].
Available from: https://www.industrydocumentslibrary.
ucsf.edu/tobacco

3. National Association of Attorneys General [Internet].
Washington (DC): National Association of Attorneys
General; [date unknown]. The master settlement
agreement; [cited 2023 Feb 15]. Available from: https://
www.naag.org/our-work/naag-center-for-tobacco-and-
public-health/the-master-settlement-agreement

4. Truth Initiative [Internet]. Washington (DC): Truth
Initiative; c2023. Our history; [cited 2023 Feb 15]. Available
from: https://truthinitiative.org/who-we-are/our-history

5. United States of America. Civil action n° 99-2496
(GK): amended final opinion [Internet]. 2006 Aug
17 [cited 2022 Nov 27]. Available from: hteps://
publichealthlawcenter.org/sites/default/files/resources/
doj-final-opinion.pdf

6. Glantz SA, Slade J, Bero LA, et al. The cigarette papers.
Los Angeles: University of California Press; c1998.

7. Truth Tobacco Industry Documents [Internet]. San
Francisco (CA): UCSF Library. 2002. Overview;
[cited 2023 Feb 22]. Available from: https://www.
industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/tobacco/about/overview

8. Truth Tobacco Industry Documents [Internet]. San
Francisco (CA): UCSF Library; 2002. Bibliography;
[cited 2023 Feb 15]. Available from: hteps://www.
industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/tobacco/biblio/#q=*%3A
*&subsite=tobacco&cache=true&count=1062

9. A proposal for a scientific conference on the benefits of
smoking [Internet]. San Francisco (CA): Truth Tobacco
Industry Documents; 1970 [cited 2023 Feb 15].
[about 9 p.]. (R] Reynolds Records; Master Settlement
Agreement); (Bates Number: 503654895-503654903).
Available from: hteps://www.industrydocumentslibrary.
ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qfgh0101

10. Colby FG. Trip Report on the “Fifth International
Symposium on the Prevention and Detection of Cancer”

Revista Brasileira de Cancerologia 2023; 69(2): e-043831


https://tobacco.ucsf.edu/it�s-about-billion-lives-annual-symposium
https://tobacco.ucsf.edu/it�s-about-billion-lives-annual-symposium
https://www.industrydocumentslibrary.ucsf.edu/tobacco
https://www.industrydocumentslibrary.ucsf.edu/tobacco
https://www.naag.org/our-work/naag-center-for-tobacco-and-public-health/the-master-settlement-agreement
https://www.naag.org/our-work/naag-center-for-tobacco-and-public-health/the-master-settlement-agreement
https://www.naag.org/our-work/naag-center-for-tobacco-and-public-health/the-master-settlement-agreement
https://truthinitiative.org/who-we-are/our-history
https://publichealthlawcenter.org/sites/default/files/resources/doj-final-opinion.pdf
https://publichealthlawcenter.org/sites/default/files/resources/doj-final-opinion.pdf
https://publichealthlawcenter.org/sites/default/files/resources/doj-final-opinion.pdf
https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/tobacco/about/overview
https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/tobacco/about/overview
https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/tobacco/biblio/%23q=*%3A*&subsite=tobacco&cache=true&count=1062
https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/tobacco/biblio/%23q=*%3A*&subsite=tobacco&cache=true&count=1062
https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/tobacco/biblio/%23q=*%3A*&subsite=tobacco&cache=true&count=1062
https://www.industrydocumentslibrary.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qfgb0101
https://www.industrydocumentslibrary.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qfgb0101

Silva ALO

- Sao Paulo/Brazil, May 16-22, 1982 [Internet]. San
Francisco (CA): Truth Tobacco Industry Documents;
1982 June 10 [cited 2023 Feb 17]. [about 15 p.].
(Reynolds Records; Master Settlement Agreement);
(Bates Number:504330183-504330197). Available
from: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/tobacco/
docs/#id=nsyl0093

11.Jones ME, Schoemaker MJ, Wright LB, et al. Smoking
and risk of breast cancer in the generations study cohort.
Breast Cancer Res. 2017;19:118. doi: https://doi.
0rg/10.1186/513058-017-0908-4

12. Office on Smoking and Health (US). The health
consequences of involuntary exposure to tobacco smoke:
a report of the surgeon general [Internet]. Atlanta (GA):
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (US); 2006
[cited 2019 May 14]. (Publications and Reports of the
Surgeon General). Available from: http://www.ncbi.nlm.

nih.gov/books/NBK44324

13.Bero LA. Tobacco industry manipulation of research.
Public Health Rep. 2005;120(2):200-8. doi: https://doi.
org/10.1177/003335490512000215

14.van der Eijk Y, Teo KW, Tan GPP, et al. Tobacco
industry strategies for flavour capsule cigarettes:
analysis of patents and internal industry documents.
Tob Control. 2021;0:1-9. doi: http://doi.org/10.1136/
tobaccocontrol-2021-056792

15.Landman A, Glantz SA. Tobacco industry efforts
to undermine policy-relevant research. Am J Public
Health. 2009;99(1):45-58. doi: http://doi.org/10.2105/
AJPH.2007.130740

16. Mathias M. Philip Morris tenta adiar decisido sobre
cigarro eletrénico. “Anvisa estd madura para debater o
assunto’, diz sociedade civil. O Joio e o Trigo [Internet].
2022 jun 30 [acesso 2023 fev 17]. Disponivel em: https://
ojoioeotrigo.com.br/2022/06/philip-morris-tenta-adiar-
decisao-sobre-cigarro-eletronico-anvisa-esta-madura-
para-debater-o-assunto-diz-sociedade-civil

Recebido em 2/3/2023
Aprovado em 3/3/2023

Scientific-editor: Anke Bergmann. Orcid iD: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1972-8777

Revista Brasileira de Cancerologia 2023; 69(2): e-043831


https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/#id=nsyl0093
https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/#id=nsyl0093
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13058-017-0908-4
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13058-017-0908-4
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK44324
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK44324
https://doi.org/10.1177/003335490512000215
https://doi.org/10.1177/003335490512000215
http://doi.org/10.1136/tobaccocontrol-2021-056792
http://doi.org/10.1136/tobaccocontrol-2021-056792
http://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2007.130740
http://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2007.130740
https://ojoioeotrigo.com.br/2022/06/philip-morris-tenta-adiar-decisao-sobre-cigarro-eletronico-anvisa-esta-madura-para-debater-o-assunto-diz-sociedade-civil
https://ojoioeotrigo.com.br/2022/06/philip-morris-tenta-adiar-decisao-sobre-cigarro-eletronico-anvisa-esta-madura-para-debater-o-assunto-diz-sociedade-civil
https://ojoioeotrigo.com.br/2022/06/philip-morris-tenta-adiar-decisao-sobre-cigarro-eletronico-anvisa-esta-madura-para-debater-o-assunto-diz-sociedade-civil
https://ojoioeotrigo.com.br/2022/06/philip-morris-tenta-adiar-decisao-sobre-cigarro-eletronico-anvisa-esta-madura-para-debater-o-assunto-diz-sociedade-civil

	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_Hlk129791567
	_Hlk129611967
	_GoBack
	_Hlk129603724
	_Hlk129777778
	_Hlk129772037
	_GoBack
	_Hlk130376333
	_Hlk101813935
	_Hlk101813995
	_Hlk130223529
	_Hlk130548575
	_Hlk130548127
	_gjdgxs
	_heading=h.3znysh7
	_heading=h.2et92p0
	_heading=h.tyjcwt
	_heading=h.3dy6vkm
	_heading=h.1t3h5sf
	_heading=h.2s8eyo1
	_heading=h.26in1rg
	_Hlk130824559
	_Hlk130824603
	_heading=h.35nkun2
	_Hlk130824386
	_Hlk130812360
	_Hlk130821913
	_GoBack
	_Hlk131063128
	_GoBack
	_Hlk128343381
	_Hlk131157749
	_Hlk110619383
	_GoBack
	_Hlk130902029
	_Hlk130908479
	_Hlk131511475
	_Hlk119649786
	_Hlk119649814
	_Hlk119649695
	_Hlk119649848
	_Hlk65153067
	_Hlk131075142
	_GoBack
	_Hlk131064277
	_Hlk131067213
	_GoBack
	_Hlk132296949
	_Hlk131691227
	_GoBack
	_Hlk132722909
	_Hlk132716116
	_Hlk130931574
	_Hlk130931532
	_Hlk130932747
	_Hlk130933757
	_Hlk130931680
	_Hlk130935680
	_Hlk54269425
	_Hlk130931848
	_Hlk132187629
	_Hlk79249333
	_Hlk97130374
	_Hlk119598180
	_heading=h.gjdgxs
	_heading=h.30j0zll
	_heading=h.1fob9te
	_GoBack
	_Hlk131516037
	_Hlk131516021
	_gjdgxs
	_GoBack
	_Hlk133502509
	_GoBack
	_Hlk132719629
	_Hlk133310045
	_30j0zll
	_1fob9te
	_3znysh7
	_sqyw64
	_3cqmetx
	_1rvwp1q
	_GoBack
	_2dlolyb
	_heading=h.gjdgxs
	_GoBack
	_heading=h.30j0zll
	_Hlk134606114
	_heading=h.1fob9te
	_Hlk134104413
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_heading=h.gjdgxs
	_heading=h.30j0zll
	_heading=h.1fob9te
	_heading=h.3znysh7
	_heading=h.2et92p0
	_heading=h.3dy6vkm
	_heading=h.1t3h5sf
	_heading=h.4d34og8
	_heading=h.2s8eyo1
	_GoBack
	_Hlk125132446
	_GoBack
	_Hlk125132485
	_Hlk125132504
	_Hlk125132529
	_Hlk125132551
	_heading=h.30j0zll
	_Hlk135407868
	_Hlk134114118
	_heading=h.1fob9te
	_Hlk134114414
	_heading=h.3znysh7
	_Hlk134114227
	_Hlk134115126
	_heading=h.tyjcwt
	_Hlk135143478
	_Hlk135147154
	_Hlk131022151
	_Hlk131022173
	_Hlk131022209
	_Hlk131022255
	_Hlk131022310
	_Hlk131022590
	_Hlk131022664
	_Hlk131022748
	_Hlk134986596
	_Hlk134986630
	_Hlk134986691
	_GoBack
	_Hlk138419644

